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Tmagine this is the year 2028, The
World Health Organizationhas just
wnounced that Benton and Frankiin.
punties are the reciplent of
‘he Most Distinguished Com-
numity Award for contribut-
hg in an exceptional way to

he Lifelong success of Hs
mimg adulfs. ' _

To determine the wert@» i
1ess of this award, the WHE -
watuated ali the Z{)-yem--{;éciq :
n the ares. These young "

wults all have excellent physi- “Sandy
sal and mental health, have at . Dwen

past a high school education, IE——
1ave good skills and are gain- In Foous

yilly employed, ot they are
yursuing advanced edication,

gince 2(%()8 o malke thm ez z’eaﬁxty
Asa public healthyurse who has
mnad hez* famnily'and wor ked in Ben-
“ponand: I‘mrzkhn counties.
o this vision'is very gersonal
BRI 8 i Fuwéver, there is no

magic pill that il n"za"i{e
it come Lrue. :

The good newsis ‘rha’r we
can achievé this vision if we
put our sfnds toit, but it will

take parents, caretakers and
the entire community all
working togethen

Withdetermination and
commitment, we can make it
mppon And we already have

ump start. “Babies Can't
Wait,” an itistive hased on

the Community S{ﬁuhens Plai’z, ig lead-

ing the way, o
- Facilitated by {Emteé Way of Benton
and Franklin Counties, more than 200

They ave living In'an emzronment
ee from erime, ph}rsmal naglect and.
ihiise, More importauntly, WHO found

community leaders, representing all

. segments of the community, have been

working for more than a year on Comm-
wrunity Solutions, a mgmmﬁ health
and human services planning and
implementation effort.

i1 December, community leaders
identified four key focns areasto -
improve people's live
health, safety and selfsuificiency.

This spring, Babies Can't Wait was

jaunched as a commumtwmdc"mtw .
tive that addresses all the aspectsofa.

healthy individual.

The vision of Babies Can't Wait is
that by the time today’s babies are 20,
they will be successful in school and in
life beeause of the foundation we built
t0 enable themm to make the most of
their physical, social-emotional and
cognitive potentials,

Bahies Can't Wait alms to inform
the commmunity about the importance

seducation,

af supporting our young residents, and
t0 enconrage thent to invest in our
babies today so our community can
henefit tomortow.

With approgimately 8,000 habies
being born in Benton and Franklin

¢ @umaeb ever*, v ear, we, hcwe alot at

a{‘fm'(i t{) delay gettlng

' _bﬂbzes started in the right direction,
- because the years | fromibirth fo age &
Uare critieal for 8 {*hﬁé s growth and

development: ...

For example, the brain waghs
approximately 25 percent of its adult
size at hirth, and will grow tobe 75
percent of its adult size by age 3. By
then, billions of brain cells and trillions
of connections, or synapses hetween
those cells, have heen formed.

Parents and caretakers need the
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Tat the community has heeri working

EFFDRT I Imtzatlve aims to improve teamwork, promote efﬁczency
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knowledge, skills, and community sup-
port:té telp our ehﬂdren get off to a good
start by establishing healthy patterm
and habits at an early age.

The Babies Can't Wait mltmtwe
izes that quality serviees for families

important. And one size does not fitall. - *

Screening will be provided to determine
the knowledge and skills that paféhts
need, and they will be referred toithe
appropriate services provided by & wide
array of trained individuals, from pubhc
health nurses to parent educators or vol-
unteers.

‘ Babies Can’t Wait's objectiveis to
improve teamwork between existing
programs and create new partnerships
to make current programs more

effective and efficient.

The partners involved will include
phiysicians, hospitals, First Steps pro-
grams, the Benfon-Franklin Health Dis-
triet; schools, local government, busi-

' nesses,; emp}oyel s and volunteers.

y and Child Service, Colifmibia”
Basin College Early Childhood Education
Department, Department of Child snd .
Family: ‘oerv:ees, Department of Earl Ty
Learning, La Clinica, Tuthersn Corimu-
nity Services Nartl:m est, United Way, the

- Volunteer Center, Washington Closuie;

Washington State University lxtension:
and Dr, Sara Zxr}cle are helpmg plan. the
initiative,

- Tam very excited dhout Babxes Can't
Wait. If we achieve our vision, the chil-
dren of this community will have a sue-

ceqsﬁg future because of our early focus
on their education, health, self.suffi-
cleney and safety.

Together as-a community we can
accomplish what no individual or family

. cantdoalone. We can all piw a pdl’t in
: Balnes Can £ Wait, :

What, if anythmg, about: thls moment
in the commumty s history wiltwe Jook
back ol with nostalgia and pride in 20287

Thope it will be the collective decision
to build streng foundations for our chil-
dren and youths in 2008. For when a
young person finds suceess, our commaut-
nity finds hope and a brighter future.

] fS'andy Owen is the Preventive Health Ser-
vices Director for Benton-Franklin Health
District: She also is the lead for the Rabies
Can't Wait Initiative,




