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BATES | Rate relief possible
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BPA  spokeswoman
ruder said,
3336 million — $205 mil-
r public utilities and
{lion for private utilities
d count against whatever
ney ultimately decides
ser rebate should be for
ent fiscal year,
all utilities agree it’s a
lea to take the money
1 they will be allowed to
til a final resolution is
P and collect it this fall.
ies that-decide to take
ney then will have to
vhat to do with it.
e looking at, hopefully,
cnd of rate relief)”
o PUD Manager Jean
i1 said.
itility is convening its
sisory committee next
-discuss just that. One
vould be giving ratepay-
nporary credit on their

customers have been
it all this time” Ryck-

man said. “T would like fo see if
get back to them.”

Benton PUD Manager Jim
Sanders, who helped negotiate
the deal, said he suspects he’ll
recommend PUD commission-
ers sign the agreement and col-
lect what could be as much as
%6 million this spring.

“I'd rather have that in our
bank than Bonneville’s,” he
said.

So what will the utility do
with it?

“Good question,” Sanders
said.

One complicating factor is
that each payment this spring
will be “trued up” against the
final agreement this fall. While
it’s expected that could mean
more money for some utilities
- perhaps $4 million for Ben-
ton PUD - some utilities may
have to repay some of their
spring rebate.

“We don’t want to get too
carried away” Ryclonan said.

b Chiris Mulick: 360-753-0862;
cmudick@tricityherald.com; blog
af www.olympiadispatch.com.
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s to convene a work
» reach agreement on
ig the state’s use-it-or-
vater laws. Irrigators
t encourages waste,
environmentalists like
a tool designed to
nused water to rivers,
th there’s been willing-
take up the issue talks
save been linked with
iroversial water issues.

refinquishment?” Chopp asked
the group. “l'o a city boy like
me, it's insanity, the way it
works.”

Chopp alsc was asked for his '

thoughts on dam breaching, -

“T love dams,” Chopp said.
“My dad was an electrician. We
used to go camping next to
them so [ eould tour them. The
last thing T want is to have
them torn out. .

“Is that pretty clear?” he

rd inter

ted in

4 United Way members to participate in problem solving class

MICHELLE DUPLER
HERALD STAFF WRITER

The folks at Harvard University think
the Tri-Cities can teach others a thing or
two about uniting a community.

A tearn of four people from the United
Way of Benton and Franklin Counties will
travel to Cambridge, Mass,, during the
first week of March to participate in a
community problem solving class offered
through Harvard Universily's Executive
Education program.

The Tri-Cities team was one of only
four in the United States invited to partic-
ipate, according to a news release.

Beverly Weber, United Way president
and CEQ; Gordon Beecher, United Way
hoard chairman; and board members
John Inman and Rod Webring were
invited to share information about the
Community Solutions health and human
services plan under development in the
Tri-Citles area.

“When they found out about what we're
starting to work on, it's & bit unique for

our very mixed community,” Beecher
said. “They're very interested in how
we're going to implement that.”

Beecher deseribed Community Solu-

tions as a unified approach to solving

soecial problems in the community by put-
ting together a system that better priori-
tizes community needs and identifies how
to pay for the programs thal can meset
those needs.

A blue ribbon panel of nearly 200 peo-
ple worked on the draft health and human
services plan unveiled in December.

The ultimate community vision is
divided into three categories — kids, fam-
iies and community — and its ideals
inciude seeing children weli-fed, healthy
and educated; families self-sufficient and
having basic needs met; and a community
that is unified, embraces diversity and is
a safe place to live.

The United Way annocunced earlier
this week that it had raised more than
$4.4 million in its 2007 campaign, and
that monay will be allocated to agencies
who can show they offer a plece of the

imunity Solutions

salution to the problems identified in the
draft plan, Beecher said.

Inman said he thought Harvard invited
the United Way team because of the way
Community Solutions brings together
county and city governments, businesses,
churches and nonprofit groups to tackle
communitywide problema.

“I don't think it’s something they see
happening across the United States,” he
said. “1 think the strength of our plan
really is our eommunity processes, our
community behaviors and actions are
about forming partnerships and alliances
to work more effectively”

The goal of the Harvard class is to give
participants both practical skills and a
deeper analytical understanding of how
to bring about community change.

Inman said the invitation to participate
whas an honor for the Tri-Cities.

“ think the community really shouid be
proud of the fact they were looked at for
this (class),” he said. “We really do live in
one of the best communities in the United
States.” T

B Mickelle Dupler: 582-1543; mdupler@
tricityherald.com
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estate developers.

The city's report recom-
mends doing away with the
minimum parking require-
ments, relaxing design stan-
dards and allowing the port
to construct buildings with
heights up te 75 feet in the
area where buildings are cur-
rently restricted to 35 feet,
City planning officials could-
't be reached for comment.

Part nfficiale cav sacine

mium piece of property
downtown, beautify the area,
promaote tourism and create
jobs, he said.

The Clover Island Master
Plan complements the com-
munity’s vision outlined in
the Bridge to Bridge/River
to  Railroad plan  put
together many years ago,
Young said, adding the city
has an obligation to work
with the port.

Port officials say they
appreciate the city's and the

Dorothy Rew Rees

Dorothy Rew Rees, 84, of
Richland, died Feb. 21 in Rich-
land.

She wag born in Minneapo-
is and lived in the Tri-City
area since 1948,

She was a retired secretary
for General Elecirie.

Hinan’s Funeral Home,
Richland, is in charge -of
arrangements.

Gabriel Farias Jr.
_ SUNNYSIDE — Gabriel

dent. He was a tractor driver.
Smith Funeral Home, Sun-

nyside, is in charge of

arrangements,

Lyle J. Dickie

GRANDVIEW — Tyle J
Dickie, 84, of Grandview, died
Feb. 22 in Grandview.

He was born in Portland
and lived in Grandview since
1980,

He was a retired teacher

“and principal.
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